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Main objective:
constructing an operational framework for the implementation of the MSY 
target as a tool for the future management of European fish stocks

http://www.myfishproject.eu/

Council Regulation 
(EU) Nº 1967/2006

MSY target 2020

Multiannual Plans
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www.myfishproject.eu

Main objective:
constructing an operational framework for the implementation of the MSY 
target as a tool for the future management of European fish stocks

http://www.myfishproject.eu/

Myfish will achieve this objective in all RAC areas integrating stakeholders 
(fishing industry, NGOs and managers) throughout the project
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Fishermen Association of the Balearic Islands

General Directorate of Fisheries
Government of the Balearic Islands
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Operational Framework

www.myfishproject.eu

... integrating stakeholders (fishing industry, NGOs and 
managers) throughout the project

Construct an operational framework for the implementation of the MSY 
target as a tool for the future management of European fish stocks ...
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1. Fisheries description
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1. Fisheries description: bottom trawl
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1. Fisheries description: bottom trawl
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1. Fisheries description: small-scale
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1. Fisheries description: small-scale
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1. Fisheries description: recreational
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2. Demersal fishing grounds

Maërl beds Peysonnelia beds Crinoid beds
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3. Stock status: bottom trawl

Target species and main by-catch
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3. Stock status: bottom trawl

Mixed fish category (morralla)
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3. Stock status: small-scale



www.myfishproject.eu13/10/2016 MEDAC

4. Bioeconomic analysis: bottom trawl

Bioeconomic modelling (mefisto)
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4. Bioeconomic analysis: bottom trawl

Four management scenarios were tested:

i) Control: projection of current conditions;
ii) All Green: main target species underexploited; 
iii) MMSY: maximum aggregated catch;
iv) MEY: maximum economic profits
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4. Bioeconomic analysis: small-scale
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5. Decision Support Tables (DSTs): bottom trawl
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5. Decision Support Tables (DSTs): small-scale
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6. Fish price analysis

According to stakeholders, the fishery viability depends more on economic aspects 
than on the exploitation state of the stocks

•Most species show inverse price-quantity elasticity, but it does not compensate the 
dissipation of rents derived from the effort reductions needed to achieve the MSY.

• Size or commercial category is the most important attribute influencing prices.

• Reductions of fishing days per week should target the days with the lowest prices to 
minimize economic loses.

• Market-based incentives are paramount to ensure the long-term economic viability 
of the fisheries.
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7. Management proposals
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7. Management proposals

SSF -55% last 25 years

BTF disappearence in 2038?
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8. Monitoring

• Full compliance of fishery regulations: a reliable control system should be set up.

• A scientific surveillance system to monitor the effects of the management measures:
i) Fishery-dependent data: fishery statistics + scientific sampling at fish
markets or on board commercial vessels;

ii) Fishery-independent data: scientific sampling on board research vessels
(MEDITS).

• Assessment of the exploitation state of the main target and by-catch stocks.
Conservation reference points consistent with the MSY target by 2020 (EU
Regulation 1380/2013) will be set out.

• Conservation indicators agreed within the Marine Strategy Framework Directive
(MSFD), to achieve Good Environmental Status (GES) of the EU’s marine waters
by 2020.
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9. Conclusions

• The serious overfishing of most Mediterranean stocks contrasts with the
improvement observed in other European areas.

• Fisheries management in the Mediterranean has been ineffective, necessitating
urgent sustainable reform measures.

• This reform should focus on reducing the exploitation rate and improving selectivity
but also on political and socioeconomic changes beyond fishery management.

• Most urgent measure: clear determination of law enforcement, which probably would 
do unnecessary establishing new, more restrictive regulations.
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9. Conclusions

• Ad hoc measures suited to differences in the exploitation state, not only among the
main stocks but also among different regions.

• Differential effort reductions in line with the status of the stocks and/or GSAs.

• The MSY target is not an easy task in mixed Mediterranean fisheries where it is
difficult to regulate the fishing mortality for each species independently.

• Environmental effects (e.g. global change) should be considered for fisheries
management, demanding an adaptive approach to face changing conditions.

• Fisheries management should make compatible the conservation of essential habitats
and the sustainability of fisheries.

• Fisheries management should also ensure the viability and maintenance of the fish
market chain, from fishers to consumers.
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NEW COLLABORATION

NOW IN PROGRESS

2015-2019

See at

http://www.discardless.eu/

Have a look to leaflet



toni.quetglas@ba.ieo.es


