
MEDAC survey

Survey: Impact of covid-19 on 

the fishing activity

Co-founded by the 
European Union



THE SURVEY F i sh ing gears and 

sub-regionsCo-founded by the 
European Union



THE SURVEY-Representat iveness
Co-founded by the 

European Union



In some country the stop of fishing activities has not been consecutives, while the vessels stopped  
every other day in order to avoid the collapse of the market price
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COVID-19 EFFECTS

What are the main 
issues related to the 
direct sales of local 

seafood? 

No restaurant 
activities without 
tourists,
Crisis for families

Seasonality 
of fishing 
products 
availability 

Competition from 
foreign products, need 
of local products 
certification

Logistical organisational difficulties, 
especially for smaller fleets

Instability of products 
demand: decrease of 

demand and decrease 
of price

Absence of 
direct buyers 

due to lockdown

Competition 
against auctions

Absence of marketing 
strategies, Insufficent 
digitalisation of sales
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No organization is implementing the STOCKING (E.G., FREEZING, SMOKING) to 
face the crisis caused by COVID-19
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What strategies the Commission should support to overcome the 
Covid-19 crisis in the fishery sector?

▪ More flexibility in organizing the fishing activity according to the market's fluctuation;

▪ More flexibility, so that fishing companies can carry out the process of traceability
themselves in case of need. Otherwise, if the organizations of first sale fail due to the 
crisis, the market stops;

▪ Same rules for EU and non-EU countries in the Med;

▪ Enhancement and greater certification of the EU products;

▪ Incentives for fleet modernization; 

▪ Financial strategies in order to promote local products;

▪ Speed up the payment of temporary cessation of activity and broaden eligibility for the 
measure; 

▪ Support on-line sales platform and stocking/freezing capacities

▪ More important aid targeted at specific fishing activities which are more in difficulties 
than others, rather than aids given to all companies, regardless of the real impact the 
Covid-19 crisis had on them.
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For any questions

segreteria@med-ac.eu
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